A   HISTORY   OF   THE   BORGIAS
late. Of course, in matters of teaching, His position is
secure; but, as has been said, in worldly affairs the Pope-
well-advised is superior to the Pope-ill-advised. Seeing no
present method of securing permanent reform, the Lord
Alexander P.P. VI waited. The fruit was not ripe. The
psychological moment had not come. It was well to wait;
and to let the movement shape itself: for, later, when the
hour of reform sounded there arose the majestic Council
of Trent. To the Borgia the world greatly owes the Tri-
dentine Decrees—decrees that govern the Church at this
day.
In this year 1502, Duke Cesare de Valentinois della
Romagna escorted the Lord Alexander P.P. VI to Piom-
bino when he made a state-progress through the conquered
states; shewing Him that from that city He could threaten
the Republics of Venice, Siena, and Florence, with the
tyrannies of Bologna and Ravenna, the last with its inter-
minable feud of the Sforza and the Pasolini dell3 Onda.1
The chief independent states paid tribute to him. By hid-
eous treachery, he captured the duchies of Urbino and
Camerino, drove the Duke into exile, proclaimed an am-
nesty, and observed it against his worst enemies: but he
hanged all those who betrayed to him, loving the treachery,
hating the traitors.2 The duchy of Camerino was conferred
upon the four-year-old Duke Giovanni Borgia of Nepi
and Camerino.
The Christian King Louis XII had a spasm of envy
this year, in consequence of Duke Cesare's phenomenal
1	The present writer once witnessed the reception, in all amity, by
the present Sforza, of the present Pasolini dell' Onda, who came
peaceably to gain information for his book in praise of Madonna
Caterina Sforza-Riario.    A singular example of the old order
changed and giving place to new.
2	"Per dar ad intender a tutti che *1 Signer over Signori hanno
appiacer "del tradimento, ma non del traditore." Priuli. xxvi. July
1502.

